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(1)
U A wAddd Rad daudl B Awy B3 um
JUNAGUDH,
6-1-1902,
My pran GOVARDHANEHAT,

I have been watching with great anxiety the progress
towards recovery of our Lilavati Ben, and the accounts
which were received some days ago being hopeful, T was
under the impression that she would regain her heslth in
comse of time. But 1 learn today from my mother that she
has again had a relapse and that the condition of the poor
dear girl is eritical.

I can well imagine how you who are on the spot feel £5
see & dear pet child—reared with as much care and aften-
tion—fast sinking in spite of all the medical aid a fond
father’s love could bring to bear on the ease Verily, the
privations = = and the exertions she had to make in order
to keep the family-wheel a-going are at the bottom of this
evil. % = All we could do wes to sympathize with her and

lessen her burden as far as practicable. You have spared uo
puins to keep her contented and happy, but her physical
constitution has proved too wesk tfo resist the attacks of
fever &e. brought on by o sensitive mind and work with-
out rest # = May God in His merey spare her and give
her long Iife!

With best wishes to all,

Yours very sincersly,
C. H. PAxnya.
(%)

A A A sRaa oAl W Awy BY3 AL
Napman, T-5-08.
My pErr CGovaARDEANBHAL
I have gone through—with much painful interest—the
portion you have already written, and lot me acknowledge
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that I eould not prevent tears from spontaneonsly overflow-
ingin my eyes when I eame scross certain passuges-episodes
which I knew bui too well

I had avery high regard for the dear deceased, but
your present effusion of heart has disclosed certain precious
traits in her character which T had not the opportunity of
being acquainted with and which bardly any one else but
those nearest her eould expect to be aequainted with while
shewss alivee  Sucha noble self-sacrifice is indesd  exem-
plary, and I doubt not but that the publication of this small
hool: vwill benefit numerous readers who suffer more or less
a5 she has suffered.

Your exposition of her high mioral character has n-
crpased wy regacd for her a hundredfold, and the fear that
I'toay not be able to control my feelingsif I try to- speak
about her to you in person deters me from seelng you again,
and therefore [ return the manugeript herewith with
thanke,

Y # £ ¥*
Yours very sincerely,

C. H. Paxpya.
(o)

W W yoaE Aedae 374 20 Fus GYR uA
Boupay, Gimason Posr
16 January 1902,
My pEAR GlovARDHANBHAL

It was only today that I learnt from Bhavnagar that
poor Lilavati hasin spite of all your loving care sucemmbed
to the fell disease. It isindeed a great blow to you. Specially
when one thinks of what an ideal givl she was, one feelsas
i one has lost & gem from our womankind. I offer to yon
my sincere sympathy in this bereavement, and I eonsider
myself particularly forfumatc that I was brought in eontact
with sueh a good girl only so shortly before she left us.

Let us hope that Lalita Bhabhi would take it as for-



Rt

bearingly ss you must be doing, and that it does not bear
seriotsty on her health,
Yours obediently,
Emisayarat.

(<)
AL EEAL 2 A dwaE Aleda 339 GWR el
Nadiad, 17-1-1902,
My nEAR KRISINALAL,

Your Ietter to me and mine to you about Lilavati have
eroazed each other.

» 2 m &

You eall her an “ideal oirl” and, # T differ from you
in thal deseripfion, it 1s because T know that she wonld have
been still more “ideal * if Providence had taught me better
& # € W

That & girl so “ideal” should have now besn redueed
mio'a mere *idea™ of memory and that she should have
suffered so mueh socially and in point of health—these and
other ideag now haunt me and cause at times a deep-seated
agomy in my heart. She had inherited not only the best
traits thai 1 am conscious of having within me or within
her mnother, butshe had more valusble additions in  her
own intellectual calibre and moral stamina,—things for
which eredit was due to her own soul rather than to
any heredity. I do not so much feel her death as her
aponies in Life and death, and it is an uphill task for
wy philosophy to conguer my mortal feelings for one so
aweet, 80 virtuous, and, if Tam not doting, so great too
Nay, the very fact that I have been able to pick up my
fortitude snd philosophy so far as to beat all my previous
record of my hardness of heart on similar oecasions in my
past-life, makes me shudder at myself. Her mother also,
though disconsolate at fimes shows an unexpected forts-
tude which surprizes all here. I am almost inelined to be
superstitious and to give credence to the ides that the stout
soul now departed is extending heér saered shadow from

-
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the invigible world and screening her late parents from the
frailties of bereaved worldlings. It was the great anxiety
af her Tife while she lived to coneeal her sufﬁ,rmgh from me,
and she openly and upto the lagt moment severely rebuked
hpr mother for nof . showing that Fortibude which the philo-
saphy: given to her and to her mother by me ought fo have
enabled them to pick up. At least the child’s own example
i the direction serves us for a lesson, and we try to follow
her wishes and her noble example in memory of her.

The nsoal custom of our ecaste would have compellad
aur family to keep upa syslem of wailing and weeping
throash the year. At the 135k of being disapproved by some,
1 minimized the whole thing into a noontime mourning and
“weeping for the ladies for the first nine days and subsfitn-
tied a 241 of the eufaug tanght to her for the hour of even-
mg Baen.  Yesterdey was the day for even that last shade
of her death to be over. A vision of life and desth has pass-
¢l away from my worldly presence; and believingas I do in
one all-permesting Unity of Sonl Divine, I try o Jook upon
her as still alive in & higher form and in a stage where He
that has faken her will take me too.

Yours sincerely,
GOVARDHANRAM M. TRIPATHL
(&)
A 2 e e 237040 20 Aus Bur =
Bombayy, 19-1-02.
My pEAR (OVARDHEANEHAL

I am in receipt of your lefter. Never, since I had the
good fortune of coming in intimate contact with you, have I
sgen g writing so eloguent and so feeling come from your
pen.  The way in which you describe the deceased and the
conflict of your feeling almost brought tears into my eyes
It istrue that, when out of the fullness of the mind the
heart spealeth, its speech is as feeling and simple as it is
cloguent. When the innermost recesses of your heart are
moved—and it is only exeessive pgrief or joy which does se
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—involuntarily you speak & language which appeals to all
Grief chastens our feelings, and, in that chastened state, one
heart responds as readily to the other as things like each
other are expected to do. My feelings for her and conse-
quently my grief for losing such an exemplary soul are ge-
nuine : they yield in no way to those that are entertained by
her nearest and dearest relatives, and consequently it is that
I find my hearbalso beating in unison with yours snd see
the struggle that has more than unmamed you. The least
tribute that I can give o her memory is the wish thaf, if
one 1= fated to have a daughter born to one, may she be
snother Lilavati!

When T was at Nadiad, I was almost tempted to fell
you that it was strange to see Lilavati being the mistress of
some of the best qualities of our race, which neither yoi noy
Lalita Bhabhi possessed. But I thought 1 would be going
far bayond the limits of my regard for youif I said so, As
I now see that independently of that you foo have come to
the same conclusion, I have no hesitation in saying thai I
fully agree with you in that respect.

* ® * ® %

I am indeed glad that in observing these obsequies you
have paid all regard you can fo the favourite bent of her
mind. “Sweets to the Sweet” says Hamlet somewhere
m speaking of Ophelia. Similarly gulz reading is but the
fitting offering that we mortals can give to the shade ofa
departed and immortal soul that had all the simplicity and
all the guilelessness of the Saints and Rishis of those far off
daye

Time of course will do his work and the keenness of
the blow become dull by and by; but the example she has
left behind her will have its brightness, 1 hope, never dimmed.

&

Yours obediently,
K RISHNALAT.



bl

(=)
A A e B Qe W Avy B3 ua
JUKAGTDH,
9th Janmary.

My nEAR GOVARDHANEHAT,
Extremely sorry to learn that poor Lilavati is no more.
I have never seen a girl so quist, unassuming, and wvirtuoos
May her soul restin eternal peace. Pray accept our sym-
pathies and consolabion. With best regards,
Yours most sineerely,

HARASURHRAM.
(1)

A 3 S Bedlam Tanfodl 2 vy G4z ya

My prar GovaRDHANEHAL

1 was much grieved to learn that after all pocor Lilavati
conld not be spared. The memory of her lovely disposi-
tion, virtue, and wisdom will ever remain in the hearts of
those who had the privilege of knowing her. May her
soul rest in peace eternal

* * %

With kind regards
I remain
SHIAORE, Yours sincerely
15-1-02, } Gorarpas V.

(3r)
R A oveniin wBlER B, wersin WRis A
“afia 7, Audl 2 Awy Gur yo
Barona, Gare Kixti,
Bauran: Zawmres,
21st January 1902,
e * - ]

I am much prieved to learn from Mr. Rammiyabhai the
sad and sudden death of Lilavati Behen. The pending
death-stroke did befall, as it boded long since. It revives
the heartrending pathos running through the elegy of yomr
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Iate sister. *Itis a woetoo deep for tears” Loving parents
with all their efforts to forget such an irony of fate canmot
but feel the reation bitterly.

1t is really * passing strange and wonderful® that the
budding hlossoms of both the sexes of our present sodety,
writhing under the ‘dgegamms’ system of conventional
Iife, thus wither and fade lLike martyrs of ‘m’héfﬂr&
their prime and that the stern RBeality converts, for
# while, even the * Philosophy's Accepted Guest’ engulfed in
deep sorrow, to regret fhe sceming failure of the active
optimism bringing home the positive troth of the so styled
Deeam Land of gz wherein she, a sweet Soul, may rest
in peace ‘to be an  echo and a light wnto Eternity * in order
to guide the suffering bumanity below! Amen!

Pray do convey my faltering word of condolence to my
saintly and motherly Lalita Behen.

* W @
I am yours,
Obediently,
JarmasravEar M. Bucwk

(33)
3L 2L s-aldd FEdlvisy sl i Buy Gz ML

Bosvuay, Apsvansars Caawr,
15-1-02.
DEAR BIR,

It was & great pain to hear of the sad and most untime-
Iy death of Lilavati who was not only your best child but
was one whom I always regarded as the best of her sex in
Nugarwada at least. I sympathise with you and your whole
family in this sad beresvement, but I feel most particularly
for Ben Lalita who by nature is least fitbed to bear sucha
heart-rending blow.

Her loss to us all 35 simply irreparahle and it 35 impossi-
ble to forget her soon or to remember her except with feel-
ing of peculiar pain. Buf it onght now to be the sincere
prayer of all who are bound to-your family with ties of affec-
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tion or relation that the misfortune=heavy as it is—may end
there and be not the future canse of further misfortune. I
is my earnesh prayer to the causer of all causes that he may
give Ben Lalita, you, Ranchhodbhai and sll the members of
your family strength enough to bear this heavy loss and
misfortune with ealm resignation,
I remain,
oir,
Yours, ohediently,
KaNaArFaran J. YAINIE,
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